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MEDIA RELEASE         March 27, 2020 

 

The Show Must Go On: Toronto Music Charity Launches Online Program  

COVID-19 has closed schools and left many at-risk kids home alone, but Sistema Toronto continues 
free music program with SOS: Sistema Online Sessions 

TORONTO, ON – Sistema Toronto, a non-profit providing free after-school music and social education to 300 at-risk 
kids across Toronto, has announced its online learning program in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Sistema Toronto programming typically takes place in schools in the communities of Jane-Finch, Parkdale, and East 
Scarborough, where students spend 10 hours each week over 8 years learning strings, percussion, choir and Music & 
Movement while developing important life skills like problem solving, empathy, and self-advocacy.  

Students and families rely on this program for more than music education - it helps families escape the cycle of 
poverty by offering them free after-school childcare, a sense of community, and a nutrition program to fight food 
scarcity. So what happens when the schools close and students can no longer come together? This was the question 
faced by the Sistema Toronto team as the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic became clear. The answer is to go 
digital, and as of Monday, March 23rd, Sistema Toronto has successfully been running private and group classes 
online as part of the new “SOS – Sistema Online Sessions” initiative.  

“We knew we had to find creative ways to continue to support our communities during this difficult time,” said 
Christie Gray, Executive Director of Sistema Toronto. “The team has quickly adapted our curriculum and learning 
goals for digital platforms to allow for continued musical and social development, as well as maintaining the sense of 
community and team spirit that we pride ourselves on. Many of our families will be struggling more than ever right 
now with loss of income or jobs, increased childcare responsibilities, homeschooling, and food insecurity, but once a 
day they can relax knowing that their kids will be learning with their Sistema friends online. It’s a small gesture for 
now, and we’re working on additional ideas and improvements, but we know it’s already making a huge difference to 
have some stability when everything else seems so uncertain”. 

The SOS initiative utilizes video conferencing software to provide private one-on-one string lessons as well as group 
theory, choir, and percussion sessions designed for each level of the program, and students can also engage in daily 
trivia on the non-profit’s Instagram account.  

About Sistema Toronto  
Social Change Through Music Education: Sistema Toronto provides musical and intellectual opportunities to 
children in vulnerable communities, with the goal of transformative social change. We build stronger communities 
by enabling at-risk children to overcome poverty, grow, and thrive as engaged citizens and future leaders. Sistema 
Toronto is first and foremost a social development program, using ensemble-based music education to transform 
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the lives of at-risk children. Sistema Toronto students work together for 10 hours of weekly instruction. They learn 
strings (violin, viola, cello, or double bass), percussion, choir and Music & Movement while developing important 
life skills like problem solving, empathy, and self-advocacy. https://www.sistema-toronto.ca/. 
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For more information, photos, or to arrange interviews please contact:  
Sarah Ferries 
Marketing & Communications Manager 
416-545-0200| sarah.ferries@sistema-toronto.ca 
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