
PROGRAM EVALUATION: ASSESSMENT OF IMPACT 

Sistema Toronto works with the Students Commission of Canada, a non-profit organization 
that researches child and youth engagement in Canada, to evaluate the social impact of the 
program. Students at all centres answer surveys each year about the ongoing impact of music 
education on their lives. Sistema Toronto students have shown an improvement in confidence 
and self-esteem; feelings of belonging and self-worth; teamwork, collaboration and conflict 
resolution skills; leadership and responsibility skills. Our most recent research also shows that 
our students improve literacy and overall school grades. Below are the questions asked of 
students and percentage of positive responses based on the most recent report.  

Question 

St. Martin 
de Porres 

% of 
positive 

agreement  

Military Trail 
% of positive 
agreement 

 Yorkwoods 
% of positive 
agreement 

Parkdale % 
of positive 
agreement 

I feel like I belong in my community. 91% 98% 86% 89% 

Only by working together can people 
make changes in the community. 

94% 93% 76% 85% 

I feel safe when I'm in my community. 83% 89% 79% 83% 

I feel safe when I'm in this program. 97% 93% 85% 90% 

This program makes me feel welcome. 91% 93% 89% 84% 

I feel happy to be at this program. 96% 92% 93% 80% 

I am positive about my future. 88% 98% 89% 86% 

Most problems can be can be solved by 
taking action. 

83% 87% 79% 76% 

In this program, I am encouraged to 
express my ideas and opinions. 

83% 88% 79% 76% 

I learn a lot from the staff in this 
program. 

85% 97% 92% 84% 

There are adults I can ask for help when I 
need it. 

96% 97% 95% 87% 

In my life, there is an adult who believes 
in me. 

93% 98% 95% 93% 

This program taught me how to play a 
new instrument. 

96% 98% 96% 96% 

Playing a musical instrument has 
improved my life. 

90% 925 84% 76% 

I am comfortable playing a musical 
instrument. 

97% 90% 93% 85% 

I get along with people my own age. 
90% 86% 82% 85% 

I make friends well. 
91% 94% 82% 84% 

In this program, I work well with others. 
88% 92% 83% 85% 

I have fun in this program. 94% 95% 87% 78% 

 


